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Lower Mekong Basin (MRC)

The Mekong River Basin

Characteristics:

Area: 795,000 kni (21)
Length of mainstream: 4,800 km (12)

Average discharge: 15,000 m'/s (8)

©
KUNMING

CHINA

. VIET NAM

HANOI _

THAILAND

}-q8%

BANGKOK

_HO CHI MINH CITY

GULF OF THAILAND

0 100 200 300 km
e

Water Contributors:

Upper Mekong (18%)
*%* China — 16%

X Myanmar — 2%

Lower Mekong (82%)
*%* Cambodia - 18%
%* Lao—35%

% Thailand — 18%

** Viet Nam — 11%



*%* The Mekong 1s 4,400 km long and one of

the world’s longest rivers.

*e* The total population living in the Lower
Mekong Basin is at present 60 million

people.

%%* The Basin supports one of the most
productive and diverse ecosystems in the
world. The biodiversity 1s particularly
exceptional 1n the upper reaches, in the
wetlands of the Ton le Sap, the Plain of
Reeds, and the Mekong estuary.
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AzNIsINEMsuNlue MRC Programmes
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" NITNWNUNANUIQUUT (Basin Development Plan)
s 3 T

= 015952 e (Water Utilisation Programme)

v oA .
—~ ﬂTiEJ‘Lg’iﬂ‘]slﬁ'Q!,mﬂﬁ}’ém (Environment Programme)

" 159ANITUTT qucnﬂﬁ’ & (Flood Management and Mitigation Programme)

" s uad e aFay 3913 (Integrated Capacity-Building Programme)

" m5nuas ¥asenu waz M3Thlsl (Agriculture, Irrigation and Forestry Programme)
" 1ua1uN515239 (Fisheries Programme)

- ﬂﬁmJ‘LHmJ“VIN‘L?j}W (Navigation Programme)

" msraanas W@ owdnit (Hydropower Programme)

- qmﬁ’mm%’wmﬂiﬁ}mazqmﬂ%sn (Water Resources and Hydrology)



f@?\ Mekong River Commission _— e
For Sustainable Development Basin B % :

Tlsunsuaunaswuiannguii (BDP)

Aa v v 1y, [y} %{ 1
NINIVaNUDI BDP ﬁ'ﬁ) NITINUAUNTITIANTILULASWHUINTWITINITHIDEYIN
1 %} Y} J o 1 = 1
ysamsluguinlug Taeiidagiszaea Swunuenuey dudiutazaianuiiuio

X ~m\ =\ = Q' Q 1 %I
e ldinannuaasisn vag Tomaasmulumswanguii lwanudonanasves
Usznaausn

The MRC Basin Development Plan (BDP) is an Integrated Water
Resources Management and Development Plan for the Mekong Basin. The
plan aims at identification, active promotion and co-ordinated
Implementation of priority initiatives and investment opportunities, as
agreed between the.member countries.

Public participation policy
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The Environment Programme strengthens the framework for transboundary
environmental management by the four Lower Mekong countries.
Current review process on protected areas and development
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Integrated Capacity-Building Programme
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The MRC supports an ongoing Integrated Capacity-Building Programme.
This programme has provided support to the Secretariat and National
Mekong Cemmittees in each country for improved systems of
administration, management and communications.

MRC publishes a Work Programme every year with detailed information.on
activities and budget.
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Agriculture, Irrigation and Forestry Programme
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The programme focuses on water-use efficiency, and capacity
building. In 2002, watersheds in the Lower Mekong Basin were inventoried and key areas of
transboundary significance were selected for activities.

Map of major catchment areas
Conferrence Proceedings Policy Dialogue on Watershed Management in the Lower
Mekong Basin (Free download)
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The Fisheries Programme aims to manage the productive Mekong fisheries so as to sustain their high yield and economic
output well into the future. The programme does research into capture fisheries, trains fisheries managers, promotes
aquaculture of indigenous Mekong fish species and disseminates information to policy makers and planners in the four
Lower Mekong countries.

Fisheries Programme Annual Report
Catch & Culture newsletter
Key Mekong fish species - migration paths
Key Mekong fish speciessdescriptions and pictures
FisherieS publications



http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_annual_report/fish_annual_report.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_annual_report/fish_annual_report.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_annual_report/fish_annual_report.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_annual_report/fish_annual_report.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_annual_report/fish_annual_report.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_catch_culture.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_migration.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_migration.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_migration.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_migration.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_description.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_description.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_description.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/fishery/fish_description.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/shopping/index.htm
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Navigation Programme
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The Navigation Programme promotes freedom of navigation on the Mekong, and works to increase social
development and international trade opportunities using the natural navigation potential of the river system.
*MRC strateqgy for navigationeNavigation Programme
Summary
Component 1 - Socio-economic Analysis and Regional Transport Planning
Component 2 - Legal Framewark for Cross-Border Navigation
Component 3 - Traffic Safety and Environmental Sustainability
Component 4 - Information, Promotion and Coordination
Component 5 - Institutional development
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In December 2004, following the approval of the MRC Council at its 11th Meeting held in Vientiane, Lao PDR, the Water
Resources Management Programme (WRMP) took on a new name to better reflect its direction and is now known as the
Hydropower Programme.

The MRC has embarked on a Hydropower Development Strategy that should lead to a wider Hydropower Programme. The
objectives are to identify the best options for sustainable hydropower development and to recommend criteria for
prioritisation. Strengthening member countries' capacity for hydropower planning and development is a key objective.
The MRC is involved in the generation and dissemination of information related to hydropower development: poliey advice,
investigations up to the pre-investment stage, and monitoring impacts of hydropower-related activities in the Basin.

Full text of MRC Hydropower Development Strategy (zip 690 KB)



http://www.mrcmekong.org/pdf/MRCHydropowerDevelopmentStrategy.zip
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A network of river monitoring stations along the Mekong transmits real-time
Information on water levels for flood forecasting and other uses. The MRC
runs training of gauge readers and other water resources staff of the four

Lower Mekong governments.
Map of stations
Today's forecast



http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/water_resource/station_map.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/programmes/water_resource/station_map.htm
http://www.mrcmekong.org/info_resources/ffw/overview.htm
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» Biotic(Watershed resource)
— Humid tropical plants
(>4,000 spp. In Thailand)
— Humid tropical animals
(>3,000 spp.)
ATMOSPHERE - RAIN — Agricultural crops and animals
: ; (usually feed people around the world)
— Human
Abiotic
— Economic rocks and minerals
(richest in the world)
— Soil and land
(high erosive and over-used)
— Air
— Water
— Chemical
Man-made
infrastructure
Culture
Social complex
Industries
City and Urbanization
Water resource
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