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Speech Contest

on Auspicious Occasion of the International Year of Soils 2015

1. Topic:  “Healthy Soils for a Healthy Life”

2. Responsible Agency: Land Development Department (LDD), Ministry of Agriculture

and Cooperatives, Thailand

3. Advisors:
3.1 Mr. Apichart Jongskul
3.2 Prof. Dr. Santhat Rotchanasunthon

3.3 Prof. Dr. Rainer Horn

3.4 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nattama Pongpairoj

4. Judge Panels:
4.1 Prof. Dr. Santhat Rotchanasunthon

4.2 Dr. Pisoot Vijarnsorn

4.3 Mr. Yang Youlin

4.4 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nattama Pongpairoj

4.5 Mr. Chaiwat Kaewphanngam

4.6 Mr. Michael Crabtree

Director General, LDD

President of the Royal Institute
of Thailand

President of the International
Union of Soil Sciences (1USS)
Department of English, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University

President of the Royal Institute
of Thailand

Former Specialist on Soil Survey
and Classification, LDD

Soil Expert, Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO)

Coordinator, Asia-Pacific Regional
Coordination Unit, UNCCD Secretariat
Department of English, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University
Lecturer,

Faculty of Education,

Silpakorn University

Lecturer,

Department of English, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University



5. Background

A speech contest on “Healthy Soils for a Healthy Life is one of the observation
activities for the International Year of Soils (IYS) 2015 by Land Development Department
(LDD). Thai students studying Bachelor degree are invited to participate and express
perspectives on soil resource to raise awareness of the important of soil resource and its
value for human being, particularly its vital role on supplying food.

6. Objectives:

6.1 To increase awareness among students on the importance of soil resource and its
valuable benefits for their living and promote their participation in observation of the IYS
2015.

6.2 To promote communication skill in English and creativity of group presentation
on the PowerPoint design.

7. Project Details
7.1 Scope of activity
Oral with PowerPoint presentation will be performed on stage by each team
under the “Healthy Soils for a Healthy Life” topic within 12-15 minutes in front of the judge
panel members and audience.
7.2 Qualifications
Each team must consist of 3-5 students studying Bachelor degree from the
same university (freshman to senior) in Thailand and an advisor.

7.3 Workplan
Activities Date

Application and submission of speech essay 15 February -15 May 2015
(15 May is deadline for essay
submission)

Announcement for 10 eligible teams to deliver 6 July 2015

the speech at the contest (through www.ldd.go.th)

Speech Contest and awarding (at LDD) 24 July 2015

(detailed schedule will be
posted on www.ldd.go.th in
due course)

Delivering Speech at International Soil Conference | 17 August 2015
(Obligatory only for the first prize winner at the
Regent Cha Am Beach Resort, Phetchaburi)




8. Guidelines

8.1 The speech essay must consist of approximately 1500 words of size 12 of
Time New Romans Font. Applicants are advised to submit their essays through unccd@ldd.go.th.

8.2 At the contest, ten selected tearns must orally present their speeches
along with PowerPoint presentation within 12-15 minutes. Other performing can be freely
incorporated on their own initiatives.

8.3 Speech content should elaborate the “Healthy Soils for a Healthy Life” topic
as indicated in the backeround. (item 5)

8.4 Two round assessment procedure will be applied for selecting and
prioritizing considering fulfilment of basic requirement regarding the number of words with
font size and format, the team size of Thai students studying Bachelor degree including the
existing of an advisor; the use of grammar and appropriate English; a clear message delivering
to audience; degree of relevance to the topic; knowledge; initiativity; inductiveness; and
creativity.

At the final round, the ten selected teams must orally present the
speech with PowerPoint presentation on stage in front of the judge panel. Assessment of the
panel will be applied by scoring considering the group performance and technique.

8.5 Decision of the judge is final.

9. Awards
9.1 The Winner receives 1,000 USS, trophy and certificate (sponsor by UNCCD)
9.2 The first runner up receives 650 USS, trophy and certificate
9.3 The second runner up (3 teams) receives 330 USS, trophy and certificate
9.4 Admiration awards (5 teams) receives 160 US$ and certificate

10. Application form and Speech Essay should be submitted to unccd@ldd.go.th
11. Applicant may consult the following website for useful information:
www.ldd.go.th
www.unced.int
www.fao.org
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