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e 257/ 035 Mekong Institute

DEVELOPMENT & COOPERATION

April 16, 2015

Dr. Onanong Tapan
Dean '
:
)
|

Faculty of Natural R
Kasetsart University
Fax: 66 42 725037 J

sources and Agro-industry
Chalermphrakiat Sakon Nakon province Campus

Subject: Invitation to the seminar on “Regional Integration: Linking Farmers to Markets”,
May 20 - 22, 2015, at Mekong Institute, Khon Kaen, Thailand

S

B apunnitik "
panapunnitikul, "W iace

I

greby would like to inform you that Mekong Institute (MI) in collaboration with Do
fulture, Khon Kaen University (AG-KKU) Is organizing a seminar on “Regional frae
glFarmers to Markets” on May 20 - 22, 2015 st Mekong Institute, Khon Kaen,
har will bring together experienced development practitioners, business and

civic leaders, and afademic experts who are engaged in agricultural development along the East-

West Economic Corflidor (EWEC) and in Bangladesh,

Since the seminar J intended to provide a platform to share the experiences of market systems
approaches, value c‘wains, and SME development Involved in agriculture development, we believe it
will provide enrichjng experience for all of the participants. 1t is our pleasure to invita you or
representative of yc&ur organization to participate in this seminar.

Expenses involving travelling, accommodation, and meals will be covered by M, Kindly see the
seminar's concept qaper attached to this letter for your information. Please be informed that the

exact titles of topicgto be discussed are subject to revision until the event of the seminar where the
final program will b provided,

If you have any quﬂstions, please contact Ms. Yupaporn Siribut, Program facilitator at +66 81 402

6799 or email yupa orn@mekonainstitute.org T
—

Kindly confirm your participation along with confirmation form by April 30, 2015,

Mi looks forward towelcoming you,
Sincerely yours, N\ J7) 5 ﬁ S

W, , (Lf/f\//ﬂ)/w'ﬁu e
Dr. Watcharas Leeli ath

)
Director

.
Attachments: Concept Paper and Confirmation Form

123 Minaparl Boud, Kivn Kean Lntvecily, Muting Uttcs, Khon Kon 4002, NyND
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A SEMINAR ON “REGIONAL INTEGRATION: LINKING FARMERS TO MARKETS"
May 20 - 22, 2015, Mekong Institute, Khon Kaen, Thailand

I sAcﬁfROUND

The Associatidn of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) member countries represent a region that is
home to oven|600 million people with a large share of them belonging to the middle class income
group. And atithe end of this year, ASEAN Is expected to lsunch the ASEAN Economic Community
{AEC) which is|going to open up its members’ borders to a freer flow of goods and services including
agricultural add food commeodities, With the rapidly increasing urbanization, the expansion of the
middle class r§sulting in a higher consumption demand requires better standards of food quality,

It has been jrgued that this will pose risks to smallholder's sustainability due to their lack of
competitiven Ls. The small farmers are especially concerned because of their constraints and
limitations wHich will lead to not being able ta meet the higher demands. Even some ASEAN
member courtries have already expressed their concerns about being unprepared for the AEC in

2015 where a,trlculture and the food sector are frequently mentioned. Therefore it is important to
build the capatity of farmers to have better access to the markets.

v,

Agriculture Is §ne of the core elements In one of the four pillars of the AEC blueprint, namely ‘single

market and pfoduction base', One of four pillars of the AEC is squitable economic development
which aims ag

Once the AECHIs fully implemented, the smallholder farmers and producers have to improve their
productivity t3 compete and survive in the market, Currently majority of the poor farmers in the

the East-West Economic Corridor (EWEC) are still in low productivity and lack access
to the region¥l market, They have limited knowledge of modern agriculture and lack access to
capital/loans and assets such as irrigation and storage. Also, only few farmers are organized under
cooperatives dnd assaociations, which means that most of the time they have little influence on
bargaining prides, Added to that, their logistics to reach the retailers directly are weak (*oy & Manili,

On the other fand, there sre also some upcoming collaborative epportunities from ather member

countries or l:.t yond for farmers to accelerate thelr development in terms of productivities, value
chains and tedﬁnologies.

Mekong Institdte (M1) in collaboration with Facult
seizing the apdortunity to reach out through the s
Morkets. It wil be held on May 20-22, 2015

\
y of Agriculture, Khon Kaen University (AG.KKU) is
eminar on Regiono| Integration: Linking Farmers to
8t Mi Residential Training Center, Khon Kaen, Thalland,

1
Dy, R. & ManilL iy, (2011). Whae witl it take for Aslan farmers to be sustoinable suppliers to medern value chaing: A privote
sector ond egributiness perspective, UN Food and Agriculture, Thalland,
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The seminar will bring together experienced development practitioners, business and civic leaders,
and academig|experts who are interested and involved in agricultural development along the EWEC
and in Bangidesh. Throughout the two-day event, the seminar will serve a5 a platform for
participants th share success stories, lessons learned, and innovative ideas to link farmers to the

markets, and ghen enhance regional integration and promote more equitable and inclusive growth in
the GMS.

. OBJECTIVES

The objectivel of the seminar are to:

1. Provige a platform to share the experiences of market systems approaches, value ¢hains,
and SME development involved in agriculture development where participants can discuss

and d‘iliberate on the key integration issues and challenges as well as identify collaborative
oppoftunities,

2. Docuinent the success storles, lessons learnad, and innovative ideas presented 1o link the

farm Es to the markets shared by the speakers and participants which will be included in the
proceedings.

3. Provige recommendations to development agencies to develop future projects and
X initiajves to suppont linking farmers to the market,

. ANTI

The anticip ed outputs are:

1. Deve
Of II
sharg

opment agencies will have better understanding of the oppartunities and challenges
nking farmers.to_the_market”, through the seminar's lessons learned/best practices
d. They wilt also learh about adapting to the new market needs.

2. Application of the knowledge or skills learned from the seminar for future development of

projekts.
V. TARGET PARTICIPANTS AND FUNDING POLICY
The 50-70 pafticipants will be targeted from:
*  Partriers of MI/EWEC Project in three pilot project sites
s M staff
* Govefnment from ministries and provinces
* NGO$/1GOs
* Acad&mic institutions
* Develppment partners

Applications fo the seminar will be open to the public. Participants are requested to pay for their
own Internatfonzl and/or domestic travel expenses and accommodation. Mi will provide for meals
(coffee breaks and lunches) during the seminar and field visits. Only the expenses of the invited
speakers andiparticipants will be covered by M1,

e
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The semlnar

To:

EMENTATION ARRANGEMENT

ill be jointly implemented by Ml and AG-KKU,

VL. DRAHT PROGRAM SCHEDULE AND AGENDA {TO BE FINALIZED WITH AG-KKU)

DAY.1: May 2
08.30-09.00

09.00-09.15
09.15-09.30

09.30-10.00

10.00-10.30

10.30-11.00

11.00-11.30

11.30-12.00

12.00-13.30

13,30-14.00

14.00-14.30

14.30-15.00

0, 2015
Registration

Opening Speech
Dr. Kittichai Trirotanasirichai, President of KKU

Welcome Remarks
Dr. Watcharas Leelowath, M| Director

Speech — “Agricultural Production and Agro - business Development in the GM$S
Countries”

Or. Monchai Duongjinda, Dean of AG-KKU

Session I: Keynote Speech I- “Linking Farmers to the Markets in the Context of AEC
2015: Opportunities, Challenges, and Recommendations”

Mr. Ralph Houtman, Agriculture Officer (Value Chains, Morketing, Rural Finance), Regionol
Office for Asig and the Pacific, Food'end Agriculture Organization (FAQ)

Coffee Break and Group Photo ;

2]
Keynote Speech 1l ~ “Developing Small Holder Farmers into Competitive Agricultural
Producers in the GMS”

Or. Larry Che¢-Yoong Wong, Progromme Director, Institute of Strategic and Internationel
Studies

Keynote Speech ll - Market Development for the Poor: Mini-pack Seed intervention
The experience of Katalsyt Project by Swisscontact, Bangladesh, Winner of the -
OECD ‘Innovation Scale Award 2014’ {T8C)

Mr. Manish Pandey, Regional Director, South Asia, Swisscontact, Swiss Foundation Jor
Technicol Cooperation South Asio Regionel Office (SARO)

Lunch

Session II: Country Experience {CE)

CELl: “From the Tree to the Cup: The Bolaven Plateau Coffee Producers Cooperative

Lao Organlc Agricultural Development and Marketing” by Pakse Coffee Association
(TBC)

CE3: "The CFC-FAO Manga Bag “Innovating Postharvest Systems for Myanmar's
Mango Producers and Exporters Group” by Myanmar Fruit, Flower and Vegetable
Producer and Exporter Association (MFVP) (TBC)

ib

CE4: “Linking Small Farmers to the Market: A case study of Vietnam (TBC)
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15.00-15.30

15.30-16.00

16.00-16.30

16.30-27.00

To:

Coffee Break

CES: “Linking Vegetable Producers to the Modern Trade Market: A Case Study on
Sumsung Vegetable Producer Group, Khon Kaen” (TBC)

Wrap-up of Day 1

Session 1 Field Visits Preparation
[Documents and presentation prepared by AG-KKU]

DAY 2: May 2; 2015

Field Visits td
[Arronged on
group

Group 1
N
08.00-10.00
10.00-12.00
12.00-13.00

13.30-15.30

Group 2; Fishery - Vegetable Sector (T8¢C)

08.00-10.00

10.00-12,00

12.00-13,00

15.30-26.30

Successful Practices Projects of AG- KKu
¥ focilitoted by AG-KKU] — Field trip will be divided into 2 groups, 20-25 participants/

N Vegetable Sector (TBC)

Travel from M| Office to Wang Yai Rice Producer group

Field Visit 1: “Community Rice Enterprise Group” Wang Yai District, Khon kaen
Lunch
Field Visit 2: “Developing the Capacity of Small-holder Farmers: A Case Study on

Nong Hee Vegetable Producer Group in Khon Kagn”
{Group 2 will meet ang Joln the visit at this place)

Travel from M! to Kalasin

Fleld visit 3: “Impraving Agricultural Processing through Innovative Technology: A
Case Study ofCFj \ery Proces;i_njg Enterprise In Kalgsin®

Lunch

Group 1 will join the Field Visit 2 at Nong Hee Villzge

DAY 3: May 22, 2015

08.30-10.00

10.00-10.30

10.30-11.30

The Field Visit and Sharing Experiences
[Arronged and fecilitoted by AG-KkU)

Coffee Break

Synthesis and Recommendations
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11.30-12.00 || Closing Remarks
Dr. Watcharas Leelowath, Mi Director

12.00-13.30 | Lunch
* Note: All spakers will be indentified and confirmed [gter.

VI, VENYE

The seminar Will be held at James B, Bolger Room, 1 Floor, Mekong Institute, Khon Kaen, Thailand.

VIll,  CONTACTS

MEKONG INSTITUTE

Ms. Yupaporn 8iribut

Progrom Faclllttor

Mekong Instityl
Tel: + 66 (0) 43
Mob: + 66 (0)

Email;

e
02 4112 ext. 3014
402 6799

Tel: + 66 {0) 43
Mob: + 66 (0 "

Communlcation Facilitator

5
fe

02 411-2 ext. 4015
Mokb: + 66 (0) 9B
Email; ayla@
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A SEMINA'B ON “REGIONAL INTEGRATION: LINKING FARMERS TO MARKETS"

May 20 - 22, 2015

fames B. Bolger Room, 1st Floor, Mekong Institute, Khon Kaen, Thailané

A ey
Confirmation Form
——— e ————————— ]
Name (Mr/MsiProf{Dr) ................ vt n—— , k
Position .,..vviven. P e e e s nees e eaas T T T TR T R

Organization: ,...|[..

R A LR Yy TY TR T resves [EXRTT PRI

..... sevnenen Fax: ereseccnineen,, E-mails ...

Passport info (no, valid):

0 1 will be abld to attend,
Qa I wil not be Tble to attend.

a | have desighated a representative to attend,

Name (MriMg/Prof/Dr)

LR T T T TR R

AR T L T LT T T TR P S RN

R AR AL L L L L T T Y

versuresteanieans

ey, [P

Position: .J................ T s rrer e s ee sras NI by e s rseensenaessrsaser s ones
by

Organizatiof: ...........c...cooovmrnoo, B OO URN R

LI RIS | S R TTTTETPR. Mobile phone:

E-mail: ......4......

e, Passport info (no, Valid): covveeerceeei e

Vet e teresrvaneniriorares

Cavseesreareriagay

To confirm yourgttendance at the seminar,
I

Please return thig form by email or fax before April 30, 2015 to;

Ms. Yupaporrd Siribut or Ms. Wang Jian

Mekong Institlite . Mekong Institute
123 Mittraphdp Road, Khon Kaen, Thailand 123 Mittrapha
Email: yupap rn@mekonginstitute.org
Mobile: (66) 81 402 6799

Tel: (66) 43 2 2 411-2 ext. 3014

Fax: (66) 43 204 043

Mobile: (66) 87 637 1283

Fax: (66) 43 204 043

Tel: (66) 43 202 411-2 ext, 4014

p Road, Khop Kaen, Thailand
Emait: jwang@mekonginstitute.org
8




